	             ROCKHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL	         Initialled
The following minutes will be considered for approval at the next meeting of the Council and may be subject to change until that time
Minutes of PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on Monday 12th May 2025
commencing at 7.30 pm at Rockhampton Village Hall
Present: Councillors: T Cullimore,T. Mitchell Skinner, A. England, H. Price and A. Phillips. 
Also in attendance: Mrs D Williams (Clerk)
                                7 Members of the public

	Minute Ref
	Contents
	Action

	2025/05/1
	TO ELECT CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN AND RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF ACCEPTANCE
	

	
	Councillor Cullimore asked for nominations. Cllr Cullimore was proposed by Cllr Price and seconded by Cllr Phillips
RESOLVED unanimously that Cllr. Cullimore should be elected as Chairman for the coming year.  Cllr. Cullimore duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

	

	2025/05/1.1
	TO ELECT VICE CHAIRMAN AND RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF ACCEPTANCE
	

	
	Councillor Cullimore asked for nominations. Cllr Mitchell-Skinner was proposed by Cllr. Phillips and seconded by Cllr. Price.
RESOLVED unanimously that Cllr. Mitchell Skinner should be elected as Vice Chairman for the coming year.  Cllr. Mitchell Skinner duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

	

	2025/05/2
	APOLOGIES
	

	
	Severn Ward Cllr. Riddle.
	

	
	
	

	2025/05/3
	TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA & DISPENSATION REQUESTS 
	

	
	There were no declarations of interest or dispensation requests.

	

	2025/05/4
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
	

	

2025/05/4.1
















2025/05/4.2

	Several members of the public were present: 

Several members of the public reported concerns about speeding motorists through the village continuing to be a problem, with the village used as a cut through and many cars driving well in excess of 30 mph. Few consider slowing down for pedestrians. Cllr. Phillips had previously tried to set up a team of villagers to monitor speeding, however no-one came forward to lead this.  Mr Lowe offered to lead this initiative and Cllr. Phillips agreed to send an e-mail to try and obtain volunteers to help.

Cllr. Price advised that if the registration number of a speeding car was obtained it could be reported to the community police.

Severn Ward Cllr. Riddle has requested the police to come back to the village with a speed gun.

Cllr. Mitchell Skinner reassured parishioners that the Parish Council do take this matter seriously, the Council are constrained in what actions they can take, but it is discussed at every meeting and everything that can be done is put into place.

Due to the number of members of the public wishing to discuss the Planning Application P25/00878/PIP - Weldmec Construction Ltd, the Chairman agreed to revise the Agenda so that Planning Applications were moved to Agenda Item 6.

	

	2025/05/5
	TO CONFIRM THE ACCURACY OF THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 24th February 2025.
	

	
	It was proposed by Cllr. Price seconded by Cllr. Mitchell Skinner and RESOLVED unanimously that the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 24th February 2025 be approved as a correct record.  The minutes were signed by the Chairman.

	



	2025/05/6
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
	

	2025/05/6.1


2025/05/6.2


2025/05/6.3


2025/05/6.4
	P25/00234/HH – Rock House, Thornbury Road, Rockhampton – Erection of two storey rear extension to provide additional living accommodation.  Received 26 February 2025.

P25/00515/HH – Newton Barn Lodge, Thornbury Road, Rockhampton – Erection of single storey extension to form additional living accommodation.  Received 4 March 2025.

P25/00677/F – Land at Rockhampton Hill, Newton, Rockhampton – Demolition of garage.  Erection of 1 no self-build dwelling with associated works.  Received 24 March 2025.
An objection had been made by the Council due to the design being too large, out of character with the village and the proximity to the listed properties in the small hamlet; as well as drainage issues. 

P25/00878/PIP – Weldmec Construction Ltd, Rockhampton Business Units, Newton, Rockhampton – Permission in Principle for the erection of up to 8 no. dwellings.  Received 5 April 2025.
An objection had been made by the Council – the proposed development of eight properties is of a disproportionate size and out of character, does not complement the listed buildings, increased traffic along narrow country lanes due to lack of local transport and facilities as well as drainage issues.
Several members of the public agreed with the Council objections.
Three members attending however did not object to the change of use from commercial to domestic, believing it would benefit the village.

	

	2025/05/7
	PLANNING DECISIONS,  ENFORCEMENTS & APPEALS
	

	2025/05/7.1



2025/05/7.2



2025/05/7.3
	P24/01363/F – Thornbury – Thornbury Rugby Club BS35 1LG – Installation of hardstanding to extend existing car park to facilitate parking or up to 36 no. vehicles with associated works.  DECISION – Approve with conditions 26/02/2025.

P25/00234/HH – Rock House, Thornbury Road, Rockhampton – Erection of two storey rear extension to provide additional living accommodation.  DECISION – Refusal 17/04/2025

P25/00677/F – Land at Rockhampton Hill, Newton, Rockhampton – Demolition of garage.  Erection of 1 no self-build dwelling with associated works.  DECISION – Refusal 15/05/2025
	

	2025/05/8
	SEVERN WARD COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
	

	

2025/05/8.1

2025/05/8.2

2025/05/8.3

2025/05/8.4

2025/05/8.5



2025/05/8.6




2025/05/8.7



2025/05/8.8

	Cllr. Riddle emailed his report as he was away on business:

The white junction markings have been refreshed on The Wheel.

The 30 mph roundels at each end of the village had been chased.

Return of the flashing speed sign at Lower Stone Road has been requested.

Police have been asked to return with a speed gun in their new unmarked van

Planning Enforcement are investigating an untidy property plus a parked van in the village with a view to try and tidy it up.

Car parking charges introduced on 12 May 2025; there is a dedicated telephone number for customers to call to make payment if they do not wish to use a smartphone – however, this will still require a bank card.  The car parking system does not use ANPR (automatic number plate recognition.

The Public Rights of Way Officer is happy for cars to be parked in the lane off The Wheel, as long as the bridleway is kept clear and there is enough room for horses to pass.  The Officer has deemed that there is currently enough room.

The potholes located outside The Old Post Office, just off the common, have been reported.

It was noted that Cllr Riddle had not responded to the query regarding rain water across the road between yew Tree Farm and Rock House.  It was agreed that the Clerk would chase for a response on this.

	























Clerk

	2025/05/9
	CLERK’S REPORT
	

	2025/05/9.1

2025/05/9.2

2025/05/9.3
	No parishioner communications have been received since last meeting.

The insurance renewal falls due on 1 June 2025.  

Kings Coronation Commemorative Plaque 
The outgoing Clerk had not been able to follow this up prior to finishing – quote to be obtained.

	




Clerk

	2025/05/10
	TO CONSIDER THE APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES ONTO THE FOLLOWING COMMITTEES:
	

	2025/05/10.1


2025/05/10.2


2025/05/10.3


2025/05/10.4



2025/05/10.4

	Berkeley & Oldbury Site Stakeholder Group
It was RESOLVED that Cllr. Phillips should represent the council.

Town and Parish Forum
It was RESOLVED that the Councillors should attend this on a rota basis. 

New Nuclear Build Committee – This is currently suspended however if it is resumed it was RESOLVED that Cllr. England and Cllr. Phillips should represent the Council.

Severnvale Flood Defence Group
It was RESOLVED that no representative should be appointed at this time. This decision to be reconsidered at the next meeting.

Lower Severn Drainage Board 
It was RESOLVED that Cllr. Cullimore should represent the council.


	

	2025/05/11
	REPORTS OF MEETINGS
	

	2025/05/11.1
	Cllr. England had met with Steven Bray of Great British Nuclear; they are dealing with the building on mini reactors.  Things are starting to happen with the new Oldbury on Severn Site; preliminary work is starting.  Mr Bray would like to make a presentation to the Council at the next meeting in August to discuss the impact on Rockhampton.  Clerk to send invite to August meeting.

	


Clerk

	2025/05/12
	ITEMS FOR ACTION/DISCUSSION
	

	2025/05/12.1





2025/05/12.2




2025/05/12.3



2025/05/12.4














2025/05/12.5



2025/05/12.6



2025/05/12.7




2025/05/12.8





2025/05/12.9





2025/05/12.10




2025/05/12.11
	To NOTE updated Asset Register
NOTED


To REVIEW Freedom of Information requirements and NOTE any FOI/SAR  requests received for 2024/25.
RESOLVED unanimously compliance with Freedom of Information and no FOI/S
AR requests for 2024/25.

GDPR Compliance – To REVIEW un-changed protection policy, privacy notices and confirm any breaches during 2024//25.
RESOLVED unanimously GDPR compliance and no breaches in 2024/25.

To NOTE and APPROVE amendments to Regulations 5.5,5.7 and 5.11 of the Council Financial Regulations.
The amendments were NOTED and APPROVED.

To NOTE, REVIEW and RE-ADOPT the following policies with no changes:
· Standing Orders
· Members’ Code of Conduct
· Councillor’s email
· Council Website
· Equality and Diversity
· Health and Safety
· Grants
· Model Publication Scheme
RESOLVED unanimously

To receive and note the Annual Internal Audit Report for year end 31/04/2025.
The internal audit reports were NOTED. No issues or recommendations were raised in the internal audit.

To confirm that the Parish Council, Councillors and Clerk have no conflicts of Interest with External Auditors BDO LLP.
Cllrs and Clerk confirmed they had no Conflict of Interest.

To approve the Parish Council’s Receipts and Payments Statement for the year ending 31st March 2025.
RESOLVED unanimously to approve the Receipts and Payments Statement for the year ending 31 March 2025.

To approve the Certificate of Exemption from external audit
Council NOTED that both income and expenditure for 2024/25 were below £25k and that no significant issues were raised during the previous year’s audit. It was therefore RESOLVED to approve the Certificate of Exemption from external audit for 2024/25. The certificate was signed by the Clerk (as RFO) and the Chairman.

To complete and approve the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement

RESOLVED unanimously to approve the Annual Governance Statement which was signed by the Chairman and Clerk.

To approve the AGAR Section 2 – Accounting Statements

It was RESOLVED to approve the Accounting Statements 2024/25, it was then signed by the Chairman and Clerk.

To note the period for the exercise of public rights is set for Monday 30th June 2025 and ending on Friday 9 August 2025.

The clerk confirmed that public rights provision will be from 30th June to 9th August 2025.


	

	[bookmark: _Hlk96585587][bookmark: _Hlk104277760]2025/05/13
	CONSULTATIONS
	

	




	To note that the Parish Council made no representations with regard to the Regulation 19 Consultation Stage for South Gloucestershire Local Plan which took place between 28th February and 11th April 2025.
NOTED


	


	2025/05/14
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
	

	2025/05/14.1
	Financial Statement
The Financial Statement Report dated 12th May 2025 had been circulated to Cllrs at the meeting.
It was proposed by Cllr Price, seconded by Cllr Mitchell-Skinner and RESOLVED unanimously to APPROVE the Financial Statement Report which was signed by the Chairman and Clerk.

	

	2025/05/14.2
	Receipts since the last meeting
	

	
	It was NOTED that the following receipt had been received since the previous meeting:
· £1,925 – 1st 6 months precept received from South Gloucestershire Council.
	



	2025/05/14.3
	Payments
	

	
	It was proposed by Cllr Cullimore, seconded by Cllr Price and RESOLVED unanimously to APPROVE the following payments:

	Payee
	Detail
	Amount
	Cheque No.

	ALCA 
	Annual Subscription
	£72.72
	000641

	Cllr Phillips
	Garden Supplies
	£51.08
	000642



	



	
	Cllrs England and Mitchell-Skinner signed the cheques
	
Clerk

	2025/05/15
	CORRESPONDENCE OF NOTE 
	

	
	Document attached
	

	2025/05/16
	PARISH COUNCILLORS OPEN FORUM/DISCUSSION 
	

	2025/05/16.1
	Update on behalf of the Village Maintenance Group
	

	
	Cllr. Phillips reported that several volunteers had undertaken some maintenance and the benches were the next to be tackled.  
The planters outside of the village hall need replacing.
There are two weddings coming up, the area around the church and village hall is kept tidy however the van and untidy property nearby need to be tackled. at which two people attended was held in November when work was undertaken to clean up the area around the Church.
	

	2025/05/16.2
	Update on behalf of the Village Hall
	

	
	Cllr. Price advised that the Village Hall was struggling with funds; an increase in usage, maybe by families for birthday parties etc. would be helpful.
The energy supplier had been changed and new heaters have been installed in the toilets.
The social event in Christmas 2024 was well attended and another was planned for the summer and autumn.
The toilets need to be updated and funding was being sought.

	

	2025/05/16.3
	Cllr. Mitchell-Skinner has been approached by several parishioners regarding the Christmas Tree lighting date.  This is seen as a staple evening and parishioners would like to have a regular annual date. Many like to contribute by making things.
It was suggested that the first Friday in December may be a suitable date each year.
The Councillors agreed to discuss funding the Christmas tree at the next meeting.
	

	2025/05/16.4
	Two highways issues were discussed: 
The road markings where Church Road meets the Main Road have not been marked out
It was requested that the speed camera be placed at the other end of the village, between The Common and Weldmec Construction Ltd.  Clerk to contact Cllr. Riddle
	
Clerk  



This concluded the business of the meeting which finished at 9.40 pm. 

Signed……………………………………………………………………..		Dated: 
2

